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who had committed homosexual offenses aod as those whose services had been
unsatisfactory. It was suggested that a person with homosexual tendencies, as
also the mental defective, is not responsible for his condition. Men in the latter
category are given honorable discharges when released because of ineptness.

This memorandum resulted in a very progressive step, namely a special
order that was sent out on October 31, 1945.14 la that order it was made clear
that enlisted personnel who were inadaptable because of homosexual tendencies,
who had not committed any sexual offense while in the service, whose record
of service was honorable, would be discharged honorably. This did not permit
discharge merely on the basis of a confession of homosexuality. It required
adequate evidence of an existing psychological maladjustment which rendered
the individual inadaptable for service for this reason. The order further in-
dicated that those relatively rare cases whose homosexual tendencies con-
stituted symptoms of a psychiatric condition, such as psychoneurosis or psy-
chosis, should be discharged on a medical basis.

Throughout the war, and increasingly in late 1945 and 1946, reports
came to me of individual soldiers who had given months or even years of
good service and had then received a blue discharge because of homosexuality.
Many soldiers wrote me; many physicians wrote me. It was apparent that the
blue discharge had sometimes been punitive and unfair, certainly nonmedical.
An appeal for a reconsideration of their discharge can be addressed to the
Secretary of War Review Board. It may be well for these men to recognize,
however, that the odds are against them; the prejudice still exists!

Neither the Army nor the psychiatrists condoned overt homosexual activity.
But the Army regulations based on old prejudices were modified in favor of
a more objective appraisal of the problem. Homosexuals, in the opinion of
the psychiatrist, have immature personalities which make them and their lives
and some of their personal relations grossly pathological. Like any sick person,
they deserve understanding instead of condemnation. At the same time it is
necessary to realize that as citizens they vary in their usefulness. Some have
unusual talent and may make important contributions to society. At the other
end of the scale is the homosexual who is a menace, and society has a right to
be protected from him. Persons afflicted with a homosexual make-up should not
be condemned wholesale but instead should be considered individually.

14 This came out 23 March 1946, as War Department Circular 8$.